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Learning ObjectivesLearning Objectivesg jg j
After studying this unit, you should be able to understand:

 What is literature? What is literature?

 How can we search of existing literature?

Wh d li ? Where can we do literature survey?

 What is meant by literature review?

 How to review literature selected?

 Steps of literature review

 Collection of useful information

 Many more ….......................................... Many more …..........................................
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What is Literature?What is Literature?

L ti d Litt t (L t 14th C t )Latin word- Litteratura (Late 14th Century)
Means Learning, Writing Originally- Littera: Letter
Meaning- “Literary production or work”Meaning Literary production or work

An extensive search of the information availableAn extensive search of the information available
on a topic which results in a list of references to
books, periodicals, database and other materials
on the topic.



Literature SearchLiterature Search

It is a systematic and well‐organised search from the 
l d bli h d d t t id tif b dth f dalready published data to identify a breadth of good 
quality references on a specific topic.

The main purpose of a thorough literature search is 
to formulate a research problem by evaluating the 
available literature with an eye on gaps still amenable 
to further research.

 Research problem is a topic of interest and of 
some familiarity to the researchersome familiarity to the researcher.



 Effective literature searching is a crucial stage in the 
process of writing a literature review.

 It helps to identify if the research question has 
previously been exploredpreviously been explored.

 It uncovers all relevant knowledge and research g
methods related to the research question.

 Acquiring the skills of synthesis and critical analysis 
of published literature is needed.



Literature Review

Literature review is going into the depth ofLiterature review is going into the depth of 
the literature searched. 

It is a process of re‐examining, evaluating or 
assessing the short listed literatureassessing the short‐listed literature. 

R i f li i l i & bReview of literature gives a clarity & better 
understanding of the research/project.



Four Correct order stepsFour Correct order steps
of Literature Review:

1. Using the library
d f l2. Identifying relevant sources

3 Locating research sources3. Locating research sources
4. Summarizing the researchg

literature



Formulating a research questiong q

One should consider a criteria called FINEROne should consider a criteria called FINER

 F – Feasible

 I – Interesting

N N l N – Novel

 E – Ethical

 R ‐ Relevant



ProcessProcess
ofofof of 
LiteratureLiterature
SearchSearchSearchSearch



Literature (Resources)Literature (Resources)

- Books (printed or e-books)

- Journals (printed or e-books)

- Research reports (both)p ( )

- Institutional publications(both)

- Govt. publications (both)Go t. pub cat o s (bot )

- Various NGO’s/ INGO’s publications

- Internet (Online resources)Internet (Online resources)

- Intranet (Offline resources)



SourcesSources ofof InformationInformation (Types)(Types)( yp )( yp )

 By nature/content of information-
1. Primary literature
2. Secondary literaturey
3. Tertiary literature

 By format/media/channel
a Hard copy (Print)a. Hard copy (Print)
b. Soft copy(Electronic)



Primary literature

 Primary sources are the authentic 
bli ti f t' idpublication of an expert's new evidence, 

conclusions and proposals (case reports, 
li i l t i l t )clinical trials, etc).

 It ll bli h d i i d It usually published in a peer‐reviewed 
journal.

 Preliminary reports, congress papers and 
i t l tit t i lit tpreprints also constitute primary literature.



Secondary literaturey

Secondary sources are systematic review 
ti l t l h t i larticles or meta‐analyses where material 

derived from primary source literature are 
i f d d l t dinferred and evaluated.

T ti lit tTertiary literature 

It consists of collections that compile p
information from primary or secondary 
literature (eg., reference books).( g , )



How can we search?

A Printed

How can we search?

A. Printed

B. ElectronicB. Electronic
(a) Offline (Intranet) e.g. DVD, CD, cassette

(b) Online (Internet)( ) ( )

Types A and B(a) can be access inTypes A and B(a) can be access in
Library.



Online searchingOnline searching

 Internet searching for the purpose of
academic, business and others.

 Pubmed (Databases) searching exclusively
for medical literature



Purposesp
1. Review theory
2 P bl t t t2. Problem statement
3. To improve self knowledge
4. To Know methodology.
5. To assess need of problem5. To assess need of problem
6. To support on tools, methods, findings,

data collectiondata collection
7. To review what was done in past
8. To generate Idea



Books
PeriodicalsSources Periodicals
Graduate studies

Dissertations
Databases
Indexes

Dissertations
Thesis
Research Reports  Indexes

Abstracts
Research Reports  
Original Research 

l bl h d OtherArticles published 
in Journals



Use of the Internet (web searching)( g)
and it’s technologies
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Online searchingOnline searching

 Internet searching for the purpose of Internet searching for the purpose of
academic, research, business and
others.others.

Pubmed (Databases) searching exclusively Pubmed (Databases) searching exclusively
for medical literature



Searching contdSearching contd..

W h ld k th t h i We should know the techniques-

to access to relevant information,

to get the recall (unwanted) less and precise (relevant)
information more, andinformation more, and

f ili ith i t h i th t th S h ifamiliar with various techniques that the Search engine
such as Google, Yahoo, Altavista, pubmed etc. used.
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192.168.25.9192.168.25.9192.168.25.9192.168.25.9



www.tnaionline.org ( TNAI Journal) www.hellis.org
(NHRC Journal) www.kumj.com.np
www.whosea.orgwww.whosea.org
HINARI= www.healthinternetwork.org
Blackwell Publishing= www.blackwell-synergy.com
Oxford University press= www3 oup co uk/jnlsOxford University press= www3.oup.co.uk/jnls
Directory of free online Journal= www.doaj.org
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 Acta Horticulture
 Agricola

 AGRIS 
(AGRIcultural Agricola

 GeoBase


(AGRIcultural 
Sciences)

 Informit
 OECD iLibrary

 CAB abstract
 CARIS (current 

 Scopus
 SciFinder Web

agricultural 
research SciFinder Web

 Sci‐hub
 Web of Science

research 
information 
system) Web of Science system)



The Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre 
id l f f hprovides a platform for research 

students to deposit their Ph.D. theses p
and make it available to the entire 
scholarly community in open accessscholarly community in open access 
at http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in



Education resources Information Centre 
(ERIC) is a free online digital library of(ERIC) is a free online digital library of 
education research and information 
sponsored by the institute of educationsponsored by the institute of education 
sciences of the U.S. Department of 
d l blEducation available at 
http://eric.ed.gov/



SearchSearch TechniquesTechniques--contdcontdSearchSearch TechniquesTechniques contd..contd..

 Use of Boolean operators Use of Boolean operators
AND, OR, NOT

Use Truncation Use Truncation
e.g. epidem*

N d hi Nested searching
e.g. history AND (war or peace)
e.g. (swine OR H1N1) AND (flu OR influenza OR virus OR
pandemic)



Boolean operatorsp

 AND- retrieves only records containing both terms.
Result: War AND peace

 OR- retrieves records containing either one or more
terms;         Result: war, peace, both

 NOT- exclude records containing the second term

Result: War only
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MORE SEARCHING TIPSMORE SEARCHING TIPS

Ti 1 Q t ti kTip 1: Quotation marks
This

searched
is most useful
are not very

when the words to be
specific have differentsearched

meanings
are not very
in

specific, have different
various subject areas, or when it is

important that the same word is repeated.

E.g. “global warming”
“h d d k“head and neck
cancers”



Searching tips contd..

Tip 2: Limit by site
This is useful when you want to control the quality of the search
results, when you know a site that is likely to have what you need, and
also when you want to find again a known document.

e.g. site: edu “global warming”

b f lTip 3: Limit by file type
Especially useful when you have reason to suspect that the answer

d ill b i t i f tyou need will be in a certain format.

e.g. file type: ppt site: edu “global warming”g yp pp g g



Some other tips:p

 Specify your search terms
 Use professional terms
 Use the keywords from standard tools- SLSH,

LCSH, MeSH and others
 Use lowercase letters
 Ignore preposition, article and other stop words
 Read the searching guideline of the particular
databases



How to Search, Display, Save
the results



Pubmed cont..

 Searching PubMed (MEDLINE)

- Search PubMed for an Author

- Searching PubMed by Author and Subject
- PubMed Simple Subject Search

- Search for a Journal

 MeSH (Medical Subject Headings) Database
S hi ith th M SH D t b- Searching with the MeSH Database

- Combining MeSH Terms
- Applying Subheadings and other features of the MeSH Database

 Managing results







Search for journalSearch for journal

Enter title of the Journal, ISSN or
Journal Abbreviation to get all theJou a bb e at o to get a t e

citation for that journal.



E-mail Alerts for Articles from Your
Favorite Journals



F f Ci i R fF f Ci i R fFormat for Citing ReferencesFormat for Citing References

Author, A., & Author, B. (year). Title of book (edition 
if not first). City: Publisher. ) y

Book by a single author
 Leshin, C.B. (1997). Management on the World 

Wide Web. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.
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F f Ci i R fF f Ci i R fFormat for Citing ReferencesFormat for Citing References

Author, A., & Author, B. (year). Title of book (edition 
if not first). City: Publisher. ) y

Book by more than one author
 Cornett, M., Wiley, B.J., & Sankar, S. (1998). The 

pleasures of nurturing (2nd ed). London: 
M M t P bli hiMcMunster Publishing. 
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F f Ci i R fF f Ci i R fFormat for Citing ReferencesFormat for Citing References

Journal Article
Author, A., & Author, B. (year). Title of article. Title of , , , (y )

Journal, volume number (issue number), page 
numbers. 

 Barry, H. (1996). Cross-cultural research with 
matched pairs of societies. Journal of Social 
P h l 79 (1) 25 33Psychology, 79 (1), 25-33.

 Jeanquart, S., & Peluchette, J. (1997). Diversity in 
the workforce and management models Journal of
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the workforce and management models, Journal of 
Social Work Studies, 43, 72-85.



Format for Citing ReferencesFormat for Citing References

Referencing Electronic Sources
Author, A. (year, month day). Title of article. Title of , (y , y)

Newspaper. Retrieved from home page web address 
 Nader, C. (2009, June 19). Mental health issues 

soar among children. The Age. Retrieved from 
http://www.theage.com.au



RecommendationsRecommendations

d b h ll h1. Not one database can search all the
research literature.

2. There is a need to search several
different databases or online resourcesdifferent databases or online resources

3. When searching topic of interest,
h i h ld b iemphasis should be given to meta-

analysis, systematic reviews, landmark
t di tstudies, etc.



Thank youThank you

45


